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	Classroom Environment
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	6th period Honors Biology

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher manage student behavior and create rapport with and among students in an environment of respect?
Shivee is friendly and personable, while still being professional and holding high expectations for her students. Shivee works very hard to plan her lessons, and this comes through when she teaches. 
Shivee is approachable and makes it clear that she cares about students’ learning through her actions. She even took the time to hand out personalized Valentine’s cards to students. Very nice!



	How does the Apprentice Teacher effectively and safely use physical space to enhance learning for all students (For Science Apprentice Teachers specifically address lab safety)?

There was no lab today. However, Shivee keeps the class on task and makes herself accessible to students at all times during the lesson. 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher manage classroom procedures to maximize time for instruction?

Shivee started class right away and asked the students to complete a multiple-choice question from the board. Students should write the answers in their notebook. I thought it was great that you asked them to explain their reasoning for selecting the answer
Shivee asks a variety of questions throughout the lesson to gauge student understanding. 



	How does the Apprentice Teacher establish classroom standards that foster a culture of learning for all students?

Shivee does a great job walking around and assisting students individually as they complete the question. To me, this shows you care and are interested in their learning and success. 



	Comments for Debriefing:

When I see the text on the board, I personally get a little overwhelmed. Can you show them an example together the first time before setting them out on their own? This way the expectations are very clear. 

Also, I cannot read the text from back here. Have you asked students if they can see, or are the questions also online?

Shivee, one of the things I really appreciate about you as a teacher is your commitment to giving everyone a fair chance at success. This is very considerate and important. But, I am wondering, how do you intend to fill in “dead time” while all students complete the activity? These students are very well behaved, but recall the students from Ms. McMillan’s bio class. Having them sit quietly for 5-10 minutes waiting on everyone to finish will not work with all students and could lead to serious management issues. 

Consider (1) giving a time limit, then allowing students to complete the rest later. I hate to say it (and this runs counter to my “assume good will” message earlier), but some kids could be intentionally eating up instructional time by working slowly. This ruins the momentum of the class and also puts those who are serious about learning at a disadvantage.

You could also (2) come up with another task to engage students in while others are still working. Or, (3) you could start reviewing the assignment with students while others finish. However, if you’re going to do this, I’d first get a sense of how far everyone has gotten, so you know they are not just waiting and getting the correct answers from you.
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

It can be tricky to take students through a website, although it seems like common sense. The first 1-2 times you ask them to visit your site, walk through the process with them. After that, they can do it on their own. 

OR, if you want to increase autonomy and intend to have them visit your site regularly, give them the directions on a half sheet of paper, have them tape it inside their notebooks and refer to the directions every time they log on.

To help students with their own pacing and focus, (1) at the onset, let them know how many questions there will be (even though it’s posted right on the board – or ask them to tell you how many questions they have to answer); (2) tell them an approximate time to complete the activity; and (3) give them a countdown of how much longer they have and approximately where they should be at a given point in this online assignment.

Also, think carefully about the way you word questions. For example, “what can skulls tell us about the brain?” has multiple correct answers. Try wording questions in such a way that students are not trying to guess what you want to hear if you have one specific answer in mind. If this is the case, try either (1) being more specific with the question (ex: Skulls serve many functions. Describe 2 functions of skulls.) or (2) posing it as a statement versus a question (ex: two functions of skulls are…)



