Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Shivee Gupta

	Observer:
	Julie Brown

	Focus of Observation:
	Teaching Preparation

	Date of the Observation:
	February 27, 2013

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	6th period biology; Ms. Camerlengo

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher use subject knowledge to design activities that promote interest, participation, and learning for all students?

Students are completing day 2 of a group activity exploring changes in traits over time. Students are using information from a phylogenetic tree to determine heredity among chimps, humans, and gorillas. Shivee has done a nice job of addressing state science benchmarks through an engaging and rigorous activity. 
Additionally, Shivee has drafted multiple post-activity questions that ask students to use evidence to explain their reasoning (e.g., “Do your findings prove that this hypothesis is correct? Why or why not?”) 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of and make use of materials, resources, technology, and equipment?

Shivee uses the document camera to project bell ringers, today’s science activity, and activity questions. Activity materials include handouts. Some students are also using highlighters. 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher prepare subject specific activities to assess learning of all students?

Shivee’s bell ringer asks students to complete fill-in-the-blank review questions on phylogeny. Through this, she asks questions to both individual students and the whole class. 
I like the range of activity questions. They ask students both closed-type and higher order/divergent thinking questions. 



	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of individual student needs and make modifications to the instructional plan?

Shivee’s done a great job of rearranging students’ seating to decrease classroom management issues, thus increasing students’ time on task. She goes one step further to walk around and make sure all students are on task and complete the warm up/bell ringer assignment. Through this modification, she can positively impact all students’ learning. 
Shivee does a nice job asking probing questions as she visits with groups. Shivee effectively uses these questions to redirect students’ attention to key concepts and how to apply them to the activity (e.g., degree relatedness among chimps, humans, and gorillas).


	Comments for Debriefing:

Shivee, you are great at designing engaging benchmark-related activities for students. You are present at all stages of the activity, clarifying directions when needed and checking for comprehension. Additionally, you are really great at working one-on-one with student groups and asking probing connections to help them make connections. 
The students that I hear/see talking with one another are not working. This would be a good time to regroup the class, check progress and issues.
It might be that you have too many questions. First, a set of 4; then, the next step is to answer a set of 6. How about selecting 2-3 of these?
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

Although this is day 2 of the activity, please take a few minutes to clearly explain the directions and objectives for the day while also checking for understanding. Some students may have been absent from yesterday or need a refresher, since they have 5 other classes. It only takes a few minutes and can really keep the pace up. Once you’ve done this and they get back into groups, try giving them 1+ minute(s) to check their progress and have groups report out to you where they are in the activity at the end of this time. You can very quickly get a sense of where each group is, without having to go around to each group and ask. 
Additionally, students weren’t told about completing the second set of questions (for the second data set) until 2:55p. Try mentioning this from the beginning, so several groups can keep on working. You asked them to copy everything into their books, but you really only wanted them to copy and answer the questions. Be as explicit as possible when going over directions with students. 



