Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Shivee Gupta

	Observer:
	Julie Brown

	Focus of Observation:
	Subject Matter Knowledge

	Date of the Observation:
	April 18, 2013

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	5th Period honors biology



	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the subject?

Shivee introduces students to the concept of environmental change, resource use, and manufacturing. Shivee provides students with complex tasks that require higher-order thinking skills, such as synthesizing information, constructing diagrams (flowchart), comparing and contrasting information, etc…


	How does the Apprentice Teacher connect the content with previously learned topics, future topics, and other subjects?

It was not clear to see explicit connections to previously learned (or future) topics. I can infer connections to several topics that have been previously taught 
At one point during reading assignment A, Shivee helped a student by connecting a concept (I could not hear exactly what she was talking about) to a previous lesson.



	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical and historical development of the subject?

N/A. This was not evident in today’s lesson.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of state and national standards and use this knowledge to enhance student achievement?

Shivee’s lesson addressed the following NGSSS benchmarks:

SC.912.L.17.20 Predict the impact of individuals on environmental systems and examine how human lifestyles affect sustainability. 

SC.912.N.4.2 Weigh the merits of alternative strategies for solving a specific societal problem by comparing a number of different costs and benefits, such as human, economic, and environmental. 


	Comments for Debriefing:

There was no agenda written for this class period, nor did you tell them where you will take them in today’s lesson, or review yesterday’s lesson content to connect with today at the start of class.
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

The pacing for today’s lesson was off. Had you done a trial run of the lesson? There were multiple complex tasks you asked of them, all in 50 minutes’ time. For example, you asked them to (1) read three challenging articles, (2) complete a comparison chart for the articles’ content, (3) record chart information at the whiteboard, and (4) create a flowchart. It was too much to cover in such a brief period of time.



